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The provi sions of Article 17· of the fifth· draft for the entry in·~o 

force of amendments to the Convention and the .Annexes are based in part on 

the gross merchant shipping tonnage of Contracting States. In the view of 

the United States , that criterion does not fully r eflect the l egit imate 

econonic and environment al interests.:of States which have relatively snall 

nerchant . flects , but a substantial volume of shipping usinff their ports. 

These States sb,ould also have a substantial voice in the acceptance of 

a.i'!lendnent s . 

The following proposed changes to Article 17 add an additional criterion 

to the fornula for entry into f orce of arnendraonts based on the vol UI:1e of 

goods l oaded ru1d unloaded in international seaborne trade. An index for this 

purpose i s raaintained in the United Nat.i ons Statistical Yearbook for each 

Stat e . 

The effect of including this cirterion would be t o ensure that the views 

of all groups of States which arc affected by the carriage at sea of oil and 

other haroful substances arc taken fully into account in the process of n.mcnd

ing the Convention: 



MP/CON.F/C.l/WP.4,9 

Aoond Article 17 (3)(0.)(iii) ~s follows: 

11
( iii) Such arnondmont shall be deemed to have been accepted by a 

majority of the Contracting States, including: 

(a) States with one-third of the total for all Contracting 

States of gross ~erchnnt shipping tonnage, nnd 

(b) States with one-third of the total for all Contracting 

States of goods loaded and unloaded in international 

seaborne trade." 

Anend Article 17 (3)(b)(iii) as follows: 

11 ( iii) Such ar.10ndraont shull be doooed to have berm c:.cccpted at tho 

end of a period to be dotonrlned by the CoI:'IInittec at tho tioo 

of tho adoption, unless within that period objection is 

coDr.iunicatcd to the Organization bys 

(1) r:ioro than one-third of the Contracting States, or 

( 2) by ContraotinB' Sto.tos with: 

(a) one-third of the total for all Contraoting States 

of £,TOSS r:ierchant shipping tonnaeo, Md 

(b) ono-thir<l of tho total for all Contracting States 

of goods loaded and unloaded in intornationnl sea• 

borne trado. 11 


